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Gothicism and Imitation
— Literary Ballads in The Monk —

Hisayo NAKASHIMA?®

Absiract

In the a notorious Gothic horror novel, The Monk published by M. G, Lewis in 1788, {cn picces
of poetry written by the author are introduced, of which three are literary ballads: “Durandarte and
Belerma” in vol. 1, chap. 2, “The Water-King” in vol. 3, chap. 1, and “Alonzo the Brave and Fair
Imogine” in vol. 3, chap. 2. These imitated lHerary ballads not only foretell the (ragedies which will
happen alter they are sung and contribute to intensify the Gothic atmosphere in the novel, but alsc
symbolize the fact thal the whole body of the novel I8 construcied by imilating various pre-fexts. The
purpose of this paper is to clarify that the literarv art of imitation iz indispensable (o the Gothicism
The discussion in this paper will be presenied through the following {opics: 1. how the
Hiterary ballads are imitated from the original poems and how they contribute 1o the scene in which they

of the novel,
are set; 2. how they were evaluated by the contemporary critics and advertised on the contemporary

media; 3. how German pre-texts and the novel are related; 4. how “Alonzo the Brave and Fair Imoging”
is parodied by the author himself,
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Then leauing liffe, Erle Pearcy tooke
the dead man by the hand;

Who said, ‘Brle Dowglas, for thy life,
wold T had lost my land!

‘0 Christ! my verry hart doth bleed
for sorrow [or thy sake,

For sure, a more redoubted knight
mischance cold neuer take.’ (sts. 38-9)

EtabomzB L ATRRETo—R T TkE:
HiEBELEN—Z 4, BRESEThoRE
FISAOFERBENT, [(BELOGMRAL AL
BHLOERTTETTEMERRN 38 BEX

. LOLIRREBOBN LEOEE OEENERKE S
hie (FanowFilsanl el i, oFLayng
HIrBENTHEOEDWET 7 d 2L
DI B o DR, BREATO T KL,
BPRACOHTHEOBEELE, BUFOBREENY
AL OBRBETHEEN, vFAY EonE
BOOHBIESLTRELT, AOTL A LEE
DEHTnE,

HaREI1we Kkoxl B, ko AHozZL



T3 XA &8 — The Monk &35 vy FE— 45

EFRIIANSRL, BB TRERLTLLE
NTHESESEVIPETHS. ZONTy FRE
B 8% Alohann Gottfried von Herder {1744-1803)
D Der Wassermann (177808 -7 LHEE L 24
T, BHE WD EF T X OERINT Y B
Til*The Mother’s Malison, or, Clvde’s Water”
(218C ETHERIZ S DN 5,

The first an step that she stepnd in,
She stepped to the gueet;
*Ohon, alas!” said that lady,

“This water’s wondrous deep.’

The next an step that she wade in,
She wadit {0 the knes;
Says she, T coud wide farther in,

I I my love coud see.

The next an step that she wade in,
She wadlt to the chin;

The deepest pot in Clyde's water
She got swest Willie in, (sis. 26-8)
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aAch] Wolltest hundert Meilen noch

Mich heut’ing Brauthett tragen?

Und horeh! es brummt die Glocke noch,
Die elf schon angeschiagen, e

«Sieh hin, gieh herl der Mond scheint hell,
Wir und die Toten reiten schnell,

Ich bringe dich, zur Wette,

Noch heut'ing Hochzeitbette »— {st. 17)

‘What, would you want to take me a hundred miles
today to our bridal bed? And lsten, the bell Is still
booming, it has already begun to sirike eleven!’
“That's neither here nor there, the moon I8 shining
bright, We and the dead ride quickly. Tl being you,

Tl wages, to your marriage bed before tomorrow?™
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The person who first attempted to Introduce
something like the German taste Into English
fictitious, dramatic, and poetical composition,
although his works when first published
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engaged general attention, Is now
comparatively forgotten. I mean Matthew
Gregory Lewis, whose character and iiterary
history are so Immediately connected with the
gsubject of which I am treating that a few
authentic particulars mayv be here inserted by
one to whom he was well known,”
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Some of hizs descriptions are chargeable with
unpardonable grossness, but the pleces of
poetry interspersed in this far-famed novel,
such as the fight of Roncevalies and the Exile,
in particular, have a romantic and delightful
harmony, such as might be chauntad by the
moonlight pllgrim, or might lull the dreaming

matiner on summer seas.”
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This Day was published, in 3 vols, price 10s. 8d. sewead,
THE MONEK, a ROMANCE, inferspersed
with the following Pleces of Postry:
PREFACE, In imilation of Horace.
GIPSEY’s SONG.
LOVE and AGE.
MIDNIGHT HYMN,
SERENADE.
INSCRIPTION in an HERMITAGE.,
DURANDARTE and BELERMA.
THE EXILE.
THE WATER-KING,

ALONZO, the BRABE and FAIR IMOGINE.
Dreams, Magie Termrors, Spells of Mightv Power.
Witches and Ghosts, who rove at midnight hour,

Printed for I. Bell, No. 148, Oxford-Street, and C.

Law, No. 14, Ave Maria lane”
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How weak is Man! The Santon followed the
Devil's Advice, and did what he suggested io
him. But the Officers, before they would visld
to leave the Princess, sent one of their Number
to know the King's Pleasure. That Monarch,
who had an entire Confidence In Barslsa, never
in the least scrupled the trusting of his
Daughter with him. f consent, sald he, fiat she
stay with that Foly Man, and that be keep her
as long as he pleases: T am wholly satisfv'd on
that Head, [...] Night being come, the Devil
presented himsell to the Santon, saying. Canst
thou let glip so favourable an Ooporfunity with
so charming a Creature? ..} The unfortunate
Barsisa was 80 weak as to hearken 1o the
Enemy of Mankind., He approach’d the
Princess, took her into his Arms, an in a
Momeni cancell’d a Viriue of an hundred Years
Duration.”
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1 lost sight of her, and of the bright form
together, [...] And then (horrid to relate!) the
floor sinking under me, as the ceiling had
opened for her, I dropped Into a hole more
frightful than that of Elden and tumbling over

and over down it, without view of a bottom,
awaked in a panic; [...] as if my dream had

been reality.'”
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And now the roast besf had been blessed by
the priest,
To cram now the guests had begun
Tooth and nail lke 2 wolf fell the bride on
the feast;
Nor vet had the clash of her knife and fork
ceased,
When a bell (twas & dustman’s) folled —
“onel™st. T

“Bahold me, thou HI-lirt! behold me!” he
cried;
“You've broken the faith which yvou gavel
God grants, that, to punish vour falsehood

and prids,
{QOver-eating should give you a pain in your
side:
Come, swallow this rhubarbl I'll physic the
bride,
And send her well-dosed o the grave
(st 130
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The Gothic bhallads were only possible because
an era of enlightenment sepsrated them from
the perieod when demonsg, witches, and
miscellaneous apparitions were taken seriously.
FThev could not have been writien, and
certainly they would not have Deen read with
pleasure, at a time when such supernatural
manifestiations were fell as a renl presence. By
the same token, the balladists had no real faith
in their ghostly Imaginings; indeed, thelr
conscious intention was to create something
“spooky,” nol Lo inspire their readers with awe.
MNecessarily, therefore, there is an air of
insincerity and self-consciousness about these
ballads that makes them totter precariously on
the brink of burlesque, and their feverish

sensationalism does not help their balance ™
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