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The Zenrin Association's Emphasis on Language Education and
Research and its Japanese Language Education Activities in the
Western Region of Inner Mongolia

Hexigetu BAO™ **

Abstract

The establishment of the Zenrin Association can be viewed as a time when the government
was trying to coordinate its aggression policies toward China in the political, military, economic,
and cultural spheres while securing the vested interests and security of "Manchukuo. The political
emphasis on the "anti-communist" strategy against the Soviet Union, the military implementation of
"Inner Mongolia operations" by the Kwantung Army, the economic proposal of the "Japan-Manchukuo
Economic Community," and the further systematization of the "cultural work against China" policy were
the overall characteristics of Japan's policy toward China during this period. Japan's interest was not
limited to Eastern Inner Mongolia, but the entire Mongolian region, including Western Inner Mongolia,
began to be subject to the formulation and implementation of its expansionist policies. Accompanying
the Kwantung Army's military operations, cultural and educational infiltration and expansion became
an urgent strategic tool for Japan. With the importance of cultural and educational activities once
again emphasized by the Kwantung Army's policies related to "Inner Mongolia operations," the Zenrin
Association finally appeared on the historical stage and began to play a role in cultural penetration.
The Zenrin Association's emphasis on language research and Japanese-language education is a clear
indication of the urgency of the Japanese side's cultural infiltration goals.

KEY WORDS : Zenrin Association, Emphasis on Language Education and Research, Japanese Education,
Western Region of Inner Mongolia
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