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On the Comparasion between Chinese Characters in both
Japanese and Chinese from the Perspective of the
Native Chinese Speakers

Feng ZHU*

Abstract

For the Native Chinese Speakers, it is easy to master the Chinese characters in Japanese. Because
there is almost no strange Chinese characters in Japanese for them. After being introduced into Japan
in ancient times, Chinese characters have formed into a comparatively complete system, through
Japanese’s learning, using as well as exploring them. Although the Chinese characters in Japanese have
a profound relationship with Chinese in terms of their pronunciation, formation and meaning, there are
still huge differences between them. At most occasions, even for the same Chinese characters in both
Japanese and Chinese, their formation, meaning and usage may not be the same. Those would be the
problems and difficulties every Native Chinese Speakers.

In this paper, the author introduces the word formation of Chinese characters in Japanese,
compares the font style and meaning of Chinese characters in both Japanese and Chinese, and highlights
the key points the native Chinese speaker who learn Japanese need to lay emphasis on. Additionally,
the author makes a further study on the Chinese characters in Japanese and Chinese, by using the
current textbooks, based on the personal experience working as a teacher in both Chinese and Japanese

universities.
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