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Teaching expository sentences to foster logical thinking skills
Focusing on textbook units for 3" and 4"-grade of
elementary school

Yasuaki KURAUCHI*

Abstract

In units centered on expository sentences for 3" and 4" -grade elementary students, the investigator
examined which methods of instruction would be most effective to foster the students’ logical thinking
skills.

During the investigation, the investigator compared and contrasted two composite units from 3" and
4"-grade textbooks.

The investigator paid particular attention to two points: the characteristics of each teaching material
and the learning activities indicated in the textbook’s accompanying study guide.

In the unit titled “Soybeans and their many forms”, the investigator discovered that students could
more easily grasp the textbook author’s way of explaining by considering the order of each formal
paragraph in the “middle” section of the three-part text.

In the unit titled “Washi: Paper to be proud of” in the 4"-grade textbook, the investigator found that
students could more easily grasp the reasoning behind the textbook author’s claims and explanations by
understanding and summarizing logical paragraphs.

In both cases, the units were structured so that the students could make use of the textbook author’s
explanations in order to express themselves based on the content they had read.

Based on the characteristics of each teaching material and the intention of the learning activities
outlined in the textbook’s accompanying study guide, the investigator believes it is possible to foster
students’ logical thinking skills by prioritizing the teaching points in each learning unit, and through

accumulative and systematic_instruction.

KEY WORDS : Logical thinking skills, Expository sentences, Instruction(methods), 3" and 4™-grade of

elementary school
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